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CONFIDENTIAL ROME 14655 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MARR, IT 

SUBJECT: SATELLITE GROUND TERMINAL AT LAGO DI PATRIA 

REF: (A) COMNAVTELCOM 301600Z SEP 75; (B) STATE 092334Z 
SEP 75; (C) ROME 040907Z SEP 75; (D) USDOCOSOUTH 
111552Z SEP 75 

1. EMBOFFS RAISED MATTER AGAIN PER REFTEL B WITH NATO 
OFFICE AT MFA TO GIVE THEM CLEAR CHANCE TO RESOLVE IT AT 
WORKING LEVEL. DURING THESE TALKS EMBASSY LEARNED OF MOD'S 
BELIEF THAT THIS PROJECT WAS RELATED TO TWO OTHER SLICE XXV 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS PROJECTS PLANNED FOR THE NAPLES' AREA 
(REF. C). AFSOUTH HAD NOT PERCEIVED THESE PROJECTS AS BEING 
CONNECTED IN THE SLIGHTEST AND SO SCHEDULED A MEETING WITH 
MOD REPS FOR SEPTEMBER 24-25 (REF D). ACCORDING TO INFORMAL 
REPORTS MOD WAS INFORMED ON ABOUT 1 OCTOBER THAT PROJECTS NOT 
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WOULD BE DEVELOPED UNLESS THE MOD RESPONDED THAT IT WAS ABSOLUTELY 
REQUIRED. 

2. ON 6 OCTOBER MFA NATO OFFICER TELEPHONED EMBOFF TO ASK IF 
AFSOUTH HAD PROVIDED THE TECHNICAL INFORMATION WHICH HAD BEEN 
REQUESTED BY MOD. ADDING THAT HE HAD BEEN TASKED WITH CLEARING 
UP INFORMATIONAL PROBLEMS TO DISCOVER WHY A DECISION ONE WAY 
OR ANOTHER HAD NOT BEEN MADE. EMBOFF SUGGESTED HE CHECK WITH 
MOD TO SEE IF THEIR REPS WERE (A) SATISFIED WITH RESULTS OF 
AFSOUTH MEETING AND (B) WHETHER THEY STILL PERCEIVED NEED FOR 
ADDITIONAL TECHNICAL INFORMATION? 

3. AT SUBSEQUENT MEETING EMBOFF RECAPITULATED LONG NEGOTIATING 
HISTORY LAID OUT IN STATE 214482 TO MFA'S NATO OFFICE DEPUTY. 

HE WAS INFORMED THAT GIVEN THE Cl .EAR ASSURANCES MADE BY USG TO 
RECTIFY ANY EVENTUAL INTERFERENCE CAUSED BY THE GROUND TERMINAL 
WE SIMPLY COULD NOT ACCEPT A CONTINUATION OF THE PRESENT BUREAU- 
CRATIC DELAYING TACTICS. EMBOFF CONCLUDED THAT THIS WAS MOST 
SURELY AN ISSUE WHICH TWO ALLIES SHOULD RESOLVE AT THE WORKING 
LEVEL BUT THAT IT APPEARED WE WOULD SOON BE FORCED TO HAVE THE 
AMBASSADOR ASK FOR AN EXPLANATION AT THE POLITICAL LEVEL. MFA 
OFFICIAL SEEMED TRULY EMBARRASSED AND SAID HE WOULD BEGIN MAKING 
PHONE CALLS AT TA "STILL" HIGHER LEVEL TO BREAK IMPASSEE AND ASKED 
WE HOLD OFF ON RAISING ISSUE TO HIGHER LEVEL. 

4. EMBASSY WILL CONTINUE TO RAISE THIS PROBLEM AT MFA ON 
A DAILY BASIS UNTIL IT BECOMES CLEAR THAT WE MUST CHANGE 
TACTICS. VOLPE 
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